Friday 13th August 2021
Kia Ora, Malo Ni, Kia Orana, Talofa Lava, Malo e Lelei, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu,
Bula Vinaka, Namaste, Ni Hao, Hallo and warm greetings
Dear Parents and Whanau, Kia ora
Today was very special with my whanau, friends, and colleagues from my previous schools being so warmly
welcomed. I wish to sincerely thank the BOT, staff, Father Simone, and children for the beautiful pōwhiri. This
special welcome will remain a treasured memory.
Over the last two weeks we have seen some amazing examples of community partnership at St Joseph's. Last
week our Tongan community gathered to discuss the upcoming Tongan language week. We look forward to
what has been planned for this special event in our school and as always appreciate the input from our
families.
As the winter months are well and truly upon us, we find many of our children are experiencing winter
illnesses. Please ensure that your children are coming to school each day with covered shoes and their polar
fleece. If your children are sick we ask that you please keep them at home to give them time to rest, recoup,
and to prevent the spreading of bugs and virus'.
We are pleased to welcome Miss Paea Mafi to our school staff. Paea will be our new learning assistant
working across the junior school.
Wishing you all a happy, safe and blessed fortnight ahead.
Ngā Mihi
Hira Hutchinson
Principal
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The 2015 Papal documents Laudato Si and 2017
encyclical “Gaudete et Exsultate” (Latin for “Rejoice and
Be Glad”) both encourage us to put the needs of others
before ourselves and Pope Francis uses the Beautitudes
as bar by which we should measure ourselves in order to
grow in holiness.
One who embodied the beatitudes more than any other
was Mother Mary. This week we celebrate the Feast of
the Assumption, (Thursday 15th August) the patronal
feast of our country. On this special day, we are reminded
that Mary was assumed body and soul into heaven - a
sign of just how much Jesus loved his mother. Mary has
been totally redeemed and now shares fully in the risen
life of her son Jesus. She is not a ghost or a spirit floating
around in the sky. She is a real bodily person. The feast
affirms the very goodness of our bodies – the whole
person will be saved. We remember also at this time, that
by living as Jesus instructs us to, we too can one day be
in heaven with our Lord. As we pray in the Creed: ‘We
believe in the resurrection of the body and life
everlasting.’
At the end of his Exhortation on holiness, Gaudete et Exsultate, Pope Francis writes:
I would like these reflections to be crowned by Mary, because she lived the Beatitudes of Jesus as none
other woman who rejoiced in the presence of God, who treasured everything in her heart, and who let
herself be pierced by the sword. Mary is the saint among the saints, blessed above all others. She
teaches us the way of holiness and she walks ever at our side. She does not let us remain fallen and at
times she takes us into her arms without judging us. (#176)
This is the Mary we honour today, teaching ‘us the way of holiness’ and walking ‘ever at our side.’
May God continue to bless you and your families.
Hei te mau haamaitairaa a te Atua ki a koutou, me koutou whānau.
Hira Hutchinson and Marsha Bellamy
Acting DRS
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Last Tuesday we began our preparations for Tongan Language Week which will be happening in Week 7.
There was a Fono meeting held in the staff room that evening to discuss ideas and experiences for the
language week. We are working alongside the Tongan community to ensure the language week integrates the
rich Tongan language and culture in our learning subjects within our classrooms.
A special thanks to our Tongan community for being a part of this planning process
and I am looking forward to bringing these ideas to life for our learners to experience.

Room 1

Kia Ora whanau! This week we have been working alongside Ruma rua. We have been learning all of our letters,
the sounds they make and how these sounds make words and sentences. This week we have also been learning
about the different types of bridges. We worked well together and were able to build a couple of different
models.
We have had lots of fun with all of our different learning this week. It is awesome to see that the tamariki are
working well both independently and through collaboration. Keep up the awesome mahi ruma tahi!

Room 2

Talofa everyone,
In room 2 we were lucky to be visited by fireman Greg who taught us a lot about fire safety. After a beautiful
korero we even got to crawl through an inflatable maze so that we could feel what its like to stay low and make
your way to the exit in the house if there is ever a fire. Our tamariki did so well and made their way quickly to
our safe meeting place. Mr Ioka
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Room 3

Lots of mahi going on in Room 3. The
children have been learning about Maui and
the sun and identifying the charism that Maui
demonstrates throughout the story.
There has been lots of learning about the
Cook Islands during Cook Islands language
week. Every learner has presented their facts
on a poster.

Room 4

Devon - I have felt that the Olympics are great
because people can show the world their gifts
and talents. It's a great way to do better if you fail
over and over again. Usain Bolt came last in the
2004 Olympics, but in 2008 he believed in himself
and came first in the 100m.

Holly - I loved learning about the Ancient and modern
Olympic Games. My favourite part was learning about the
olive branches for a crown because the medals I win from
Highland dancing have the olive branch symbol on them.

Graecyn - For the past few weeks I have really enjoyed
learning about the Olympic Games, I've learnt so much.
Israel - I have absolutely loved learning about the Lisa Carrington is amazing!
Tokyo Olympics. I have enjoyed being able to
research the games which can inspire young
athletes. I also loved learning about the Ancient
Olympic Games. It was hilarious how they ran
their races naked.

Taylor - I really liked it when we watched and
learned about the Olympic Games also the
Ancient Games in Greece. It was really fun.

Room 5

This week room 5 has been learning about hyperlinking
slides to make math quizzes for the younger classes! We will
be sharing our amazing math quizzes with the rest of our
kura! Check out our portfolios on Class Dojo for them as
well. -Dante
We have also been learning about how to write a good
speech by making it make more sense and ordering the
parts of the speeches, also putting in lots of facts. I am
writing my speech about ‘Sneaker Pollution’. - Samuel
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Youth Camp Help
We need adult (18+ years) helpers for our upcoming NCYM Mangawhai Camp. It is our intention to keep
safe adult/child ratios. The number of helpers will determine how many youth will be able to participate in
this years camp fun. If you are available from 11-13 October (second week of school holidays) we would
love for you to join us. Police vetting is mandatory so we need to hear from you asap. For more information
please contact Angela via email angelick@xtra.co.nz or 0212342286, James Nyssen 0211315912
or Adrian McMillan 0275101441.

Pet and Project Day

It’s that time of year again,
time to choose your lambs, calves or goats
for Pet and Project Day on Friday 22nd October.
Remember your animals need to be born between the
1st of July and the 15th of September.
Can we please have entries in by Monday 27th September.
Entry forms are available from the office.

Chess Club

Thanks to the below businesses for
sponsoring our school app

Any children over the age of 10 who are
interested in joining the Chess Club are
welcome every Wednesday evening, 6pm,
at the Parish Centre.

KEY DATES REMINDER
Week 3
13/08 Powhiri 11am-12pm
Week 4
17/8 Maori Hui 5pm
20/8 Family Link visit
Week5
25/8 School Mass 9.15am
27/8 Body Jam
27/8 School Assembly 2pm

Find us on Facebook
Search Saint Joseph’s Catholic School Dargaville and join our
group to keep up-to-date with things happening at school
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