Friday 26 November 2021
Kia Ora, Malo Ni, Kia Orana, Talofa Lava, Malo e Lelei, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu,
Bula Vinaka, Namaste, Ni Hao, Hallo and warm greetings
Well, we have certainly hit the ground running these past two weeks with all of the preparations for end of year tasks that require completion
such as end of year achievement reports, preparing the draft strategic plan and annual plan as well as draft budgets, stationery lists, class lists,
data analysis of learner progress and property works; as well as the build-up for the end of 2021 celebrations in relation to Christmas and
farewelling our Year 8 learners, prizegiving preparation, and more!
We hope to recognise our Year 8 children with a “Summer Fiesta” that involves a day of fun and adventure over in Whangarei, in addition to
acknowledging them during our end of year Celebration of Learning Prizegiving. Prizegiving will also celebrate a wide range of learners across the
school to recognise a range of endeavours from sports, special Catholic Character, the Arts and more. Due to another irregular term and COVID
restrictions we will not be able to have our normal evening Prizegiving, however, we will ensure that our learners are celebrated at the end of the
year in the safest possible way. More details will be sent out once we have the official school guidelines from the Covid-19 Protection Framework.
As we continue to navigate our way through these difficult and unprecedented times, I have really appreciated your sense of positivity, kindness,
loyalty and flexibility. I recently read an article about certainty, published by a fellow Principal, and made me think about our resilience to cope
with uncertainty. I have copied an extract from it below:
CERTAINTY, WHAT CERTAINTY?
We hear the call from many quarters at the moment, "All we want is certainty."
It is coupled with a demand that this is someone else's fault and someone has to give us certainty in these uncertain times. Sometimes a decision is made
to provide certainty, but it isn't the certainty that some groups or people wanted. So more demands for certainty ring out. It appears to be a never ending
inward spiralling circle, without solutions.
We live in interesting times The only certainty that we do have is that there is a future of changing times ahead. Change is the only certainty. We and our
children are going to be inundated with change over the next few decades. Either a global pandemic, global warming, technological changes or things we
cannot even contemplate. What we have to equip ourselves, our children, tamariki and mokopuna with is a set of skills to approach the changing world we
are in. "Your attitude determines your altitude."
Some of these skills are reflected in our School Charism. These are characteristics of successful people who have succeeded in their world no
matter what was or is going on around them. Some of these skills that are relevant now more than ever are; Making room for all ,Listening to
God’s Call , Doing your bit, Having an attitude of gratitude, and being the change you want to see
These Charisms will empower us and our children to have the skills to face the challenges ahead with confidence. It is our challenge to develop
these skills ourselves, look for, and support people with these skills to promote solutions.
Ngā Mihi
Hira Hutchinson
Principal

Be the change you want to see
Mahingia te rekeke o tou kitenga

Do your bit
Mahia tou mahi

Listen to God's Call
Kia tau te rangimarie

Make room for all
Mahinga tahi

Have an attitude of grattitude
Kia tau te rangimarie

Advent

Advent we are told is a period of waiting - but waiting for
what?There are many reasons we wait. Sometimes we...
Wait in Dread: We wait in line at the Post Office, at the
Petrol Station, or at the supermarket, amongst many places.
We wait in line feeling annoyed, impatient, frustrated for
being held up, for it taking too long and it is not a pleasant
experience for us and we would rather not be there.
At other times we…
Wait in Excitement: When we are waiting in line for a
concert of our favourite band, or show, lining up for our
favourite takeaway food or if we are waiting to watch the
team we support, play - we wait in extreme excitement and
anticipation for what we are about to see and experience.
The feeling of Advent should feel like this, as we wait in
anticipation for the birthday of Our Lord Jesus Christ!
Wait in Joyful Hope: At Mass, after praying the Lord’s
Prayer, we hear “. . . as we await the blessed hope and the
coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.” This prayer reminds us
that during Advent, we wait in joy, in hope, and in
anticipation for the wonderful event we are about to
experience—the feast of Christmas, the coming of Christ
into our lives in new ways, the return of Christ in glory at the
end of time. As the Church, we wait during Advent and look
forward to celebrating the fact that God loves us so much
that he sent his Son into the world to save us. This waiting is
far from empty; rather, it is full of the hope that God
promises us as we prepare for Christ in the feast of
Christmas.

Be the change you want to see
Mahingia te rekeke o tou kitenga

Do your bit
Mahia tou mahi

Advent Prayer and Action | An invitation –
Advent is a Season of Hope. As we move out of a
period of stay-at-home orders, with Covid-19 a
reality in our communities and a sense of
uncertainty we are hopeful that all shall be well. In
this season when we prepare with hope for the
coming of Emmanuel – God with us all are invited to
join a circle of prayer. Prayer for ourselves, our
communities, the world. Each morning from the first
Sunday of Advent 28 November – Christmas Eve at
8.30am on the diocesan Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/aucklandcatholic advent
prayer will be offered. Young people and staff from
our school communities, representatives from
parish and ethnic communities, diocesan staff will
lead us prayer. We the diocese gathering to pause
and pray together. Then at 10.30 am [ 1-24
December] same place we will upload an Advent
Calendar. Not a digital chocolate but it will open up
an Advent Action. A simple way to connect with the
Gospel and live the hope of Advent. Please join us.

Listen to God's Call
Kia tau te rangimarie
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Room 1
Kia ora koutou,
I hope you you are keeping safe and looking after one another. It was great to have some extra tamariki join
us back at school again this week.
Once again, this has been a rather busy week in our classroom - lots of learning and more assessments.
With not much time until the end of the year, the tamariki of Room 1 have been working extremely hard and
fast to achieve all their learning goals. It is great to see such awesome progress. Keep up the good work
team!

Room 2
Talofa everyone!
It has been a quiet week back to school in Room 2 with only a few learners able to come back. However, we have been
working hard to improve in our different subjects before the term ends. We have also been doing a lot of fun art
activities and enjoying the sunshine by getting out for some health and PE. Stay strong and safe out there whanau.
With only 3 weeks of school to go, it is important to push ourselves with the time we have left so that we finish strong
and earn those Christmas treats.
Take care,
Mr Ioka
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Room 3

Kia ora e ngā whānau!
For inquiry this, week, in Room 3, we
are using scrap paper in our class to make custom made, recycled
Christmas cards this year. Tamariki worked together to shred, blend
and follow the needed instructions to create our recycled paper. We
looked at the benefits of using recycled paper and are able to
answer the relevant questions we asked before we started this
inquiry. We’re looking forward to using our paper when it’s ready.
Watch this space!
Ngā mihi!

Room 4
Oh for some children! With time we will get back to having full classrooms and the vibrant sound of children's voices
during break times. Below is a small group of children working on a story - Jesus blesses the children. (Mark 10:13)
Small groups are wonderful to work with as so much individual attention to each child.
Room 4 blessings to all their classmates and parents
Pat Boon.
The last couple of weeks with
only a small number of people
has been good because Mrs
Boon is able to work calmly and
she doesn't have to deal with
me! Also she doesn't have to
growl so much so it's been great.
I'm so happy with it. Devon

I liked the past few weeks
because there were only a few
children at school. I liked doing
our work, also doing this writing,
and learning about other authors.
I hated it when we were in
lockdown. Israel

I've enjoyed school. It's been okay, my friends have been away but I have made
new friends. I enjoyed my learning and watching the zoom programme of famous
authors and Illustrartors - Kimberley Andrews and Gavin Bishop. We learnt that
we must do lot's of planning before writing and keep reading our work and editing
it. Poppy.

Room 5
Last week I have been given a choice of which natural disaster or disaster for
our Inquiry and I chose a pandemic that started in the 20th century. A
disease that is very infectious is called Polio or Poliomyelitis and it caused
New Zealand to have its first ever lockdown. The most interesting thing
about polio is that there is a vaccine that contains live parts of the virus.
Alyssah
I have been researching the Wahine Disaster. It was New Zealand’s worst
maritime disaster. It occured on April 9 1968 during the journey from
Wellington to Picton. It was a car and passenger ferry. 51 people died that
day and another 2 weeks later from their injuries.
Edward
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A massive thanks to Craig and Trudi from 100% Mckay's Electrical
Dargaville for their very generous donation of a new portable sound
system. We have been in desperate need for one for a while and we are
very grateful and appreciative 🙏 Please show your appreciation by
shopping local and supporting businesses that support our school

KEY DATES
REMINDER
Term 4
13/12 Prizegiving
14/12 Last day of School

Find us on Facebook
Thanks to the businesses
for sponsoring our school app
Be the change you want to see
Mahingia te rekeke o tou kitenga

Do your bit
Mahia tou mahi

Search Saint Joseph’s Catholic School Dargaville and join our
group to keep up-to-date with things happening at school
Listen to God's Call
Kia tau te rangimarie

Make room for all
Mahinga tahi

Have an attitude of grattitude
Kia tau te rangimarie

