Friday 17th September 2021.
Kia Ora, Malo Ni, Kia Orana, Talofa Lava, Malo e Lelei, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu,
Bula Vinaka, Namaste, Ni Hao, Hallo and warm greetings
Dear Parents and Whanau, Kia ora
A special welcome to new families and learners, Zahlee and Trianne who have joined St Joseph's Catholic
School this term. We hope that with God's Grace, we can contribute to your new beginning with
whakapono/faith, tumanako/hope, and aroha/love.
As we come to the end of term 3 we reflect back on what has again been an unusual term. We have faced
challenges and uncertainties but with such a supportive and hardworking staff and community we have tried to
keep everything flowing as much as possible.
It was lovely to see the children arriving at school last Thursday so keen to catch up with their teachers and
friends again. In the absence of assemblies and whanau meetings it is difficult to come together as a school
family, but this is a small price to pay when I hear how difficult it is for my colleagues who remain in Level 4 in
Auckland.
For the last two weeks we have celebrated Tonga and Maori Language weeks. We would like to say a big
thank you to all the students and families that sent in footage to show how they celebrate these beautiful
languages.

Ngā Mihi
Hira Hutchinson
Principal
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.This term we began our Inquiry into 'Nga Korero o Nehera - Stories of Old'. The children

will be inquiring into the stories of our local area, what we can learn about storytellers,
and how they can share stories with others through the Arts and digital technology.
Whaea Wiki hooked the children in with a story about the five maunga (mountains) that
surround Dargaville , a story that was passed down to her from her grandfather. Tonga
and Maori language weeks have been celebrated this term and every learner has been
learning a few phrases in each language.

Room 1

Kia ora whanau,
Welcome back to school! It has been great seeing everyone back over the last week and a half. This week Room 1 has fallen
back into the routines of our school day with no problems at all. Ka pai tamariki! As seen below in the pictures Room 1 has been
working hard on all of their set work - this has been awesome to see. The work being produced is amazing.
We have also begun incorporating Reading Eggs and Mathseeds into our daily rotations.
It has been awesome being back at school with everyone, bring on the rest of the term!

Room 2

Kia ora whanau,
And happy maori language week. First and foremost it has been really great to have our learners back in room 2 for their first full week of
learning. Thank you for the mahi you did with your children during lockdown and the fun extras you threw in of your iwn designs. It was a
weird time, but it had its good points. We are aiming to finish this term off with some wins and hit the ground running in Term 4!
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Room 3

Ngā mihi ō te pō e te whānau, mā te Atua koutou e manaaki. Room 3 kicked off Te Wiki o te
reo Māori looking at the different artists and styles of dot art as a way to present the Māori flag.
Te Tino Rangatiratanga flag. As a class, we also looked at the Engliah translation for this flag
and found that it meant “Absolute sovereignty”. As a class, tamariki in Room 3 investigated and
brainstormed ideas to better understand this kupu hou (new word) - sovereignty 👍🏽 Ka pai
Room 3!

Room 4

This week in Room 4 for Maori Language Week we started our Maori Kura art in hot and cold colours.
For a challenge, we could only use 3 colours which turned out really well. For reading on the other
hand, we read a wonderful story called Rona and the moon. Which was filled with heaps of new Maori
words that I didn't even know! We made little shelf diorama's of our favourite parts of our story.
Overall, everyone had a fun
Maori Language Week.
By Holly.

Room 5

To celebrate Te wiki o te reo maori Ruma Rima learned how to do the actions with Te rakau and sing along to the song
E Papa Waiari. My highlight about learning E papa waiari was how we had to learn different actions that made it a
challenge to learn. For reading Ruma Rima focused on the stories of Aotearoa and the amazing hero Maui! My
highlight of Te wiki o Te Reo Maori is learning about Maui and how he fished up the North Island with his magic fishing
hook.
Alyssah and Sesalina
Photos by Sandy
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Season of Creation
This is an annual ecumenical celebration of prayer and action to protect creation across the globe observed during the
month of September leading up to St Francis of Assisi Feast Day 4 October. Inspired by Laudato Si’ -the Global
CatholicClimate Movement invites Catholics to celebrate the Season of Creation worldwide. The 2021 theme is A Home
for All? Renewing the Oikos of God.
Staff Reflections
Please be aware that on a Monday morning from 8:15 to 8:30 our teachers gather for prayer. This is a lovely time for us to
reflect together as a staff community. This prayer time allows us to share our faith as one.
Attendance Dues
I wanted to take this opportunity to remind you about attendance dues support available to assist parents and
caregivers facing financial difficulties. The Government has put in place wage subsidy and COVID resurgent
payments along with a range of other supports. However, we are conscious that the economic impact of this
resurgence may exacerbate financial hardship for some people. Details on how to access this support is available on
the Auckland Catholic Diocese website. https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/catholic-schools-2/ or

School Trophies
Can we please have all trophies
from prizegiving last year returned
to the office ASAP.

KEY DATES REMINDER
Week 9
23/9 School Speeches
Week 10
29/9 School Mass.
Catholic Schools Day.
01/10 Last day of term.

Find us on Facebook
Search Saint Joseph’s Catholic School Dargaville and join our
group to keep up-to-date with things happening at school

Thanks to the below businesses for
sponsoring our school app
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